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Ever had one of those days in the office,
when it feels like you've never left your desk?
Try ten and half hours, without a break.
Thomas Wielecki meets a man who puts
himself through a sea of pain for his work.
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Below
Tools of the
trade; contrary

to what you
might think,
Brett doesn't
have a huge
pencil set.

Below right:
The terrible
difficulty of
being Brett is

that he's a victim

of his own
talents.
Inevitably he
suffers forit.

Bottom middle:
Pot Boilers;
quick-made

artwork designed

to satisfy the
easily pleased
clientele, to sell
fast and cheap,
and hence to
keep the artist's
pot boiling.
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see a tyre tread pattern and it looks like
bunch of snakes side by side. And then you

see that the snakes have eyes. Then you've

got 1o stop or you'll go mad
I've got about 10 more bikes waiting
to be drawn.” He scatters some

snapshots on the table. They

are a smal

collection of uninteresting photos of
bikes. Among them is a postcard-sized
photograph of the Laverda. it's in colour,
and at first glance resembles nothing
But | go back and realise it is the exact

same bike in that magnificent drawing of

his. “The drawing was done from

photo,” Brett reassures my disbelief
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The spark plug cap grabs me. It's an
artwork in itself; the way the NGK logo
looks three dimensional. The whole thing

s about half the size of a match head,
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When you stare at a photo for seven,

eightimonths, you begin to see things

you wouldn't have noticed before...
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Above:
Brett's longest
single session

half hours; “|
couldn’t even get
to my bed. It took
me days to
recover.”

Left: them

“With 2B | can

get the whole
range of greys
ali the way to d
biack... The last

thing you want

to do is muck

around with

pencils when
you're in 1

the zone."” keey
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“You'll spend the entire afternoon drawing
something the size of a bean. You get up
the next morning and rub it out because it
doesn't look right. Then you start again.”

TURMOIL
By the time he was 12 he was doing his
term refers to quick-
i to satisfy the
sell fast and
the artist's
|d man used to sell

beknownst to him then,

I'll plane the top of my he

electric planer

Below left:

A brief moment
of relaxation,
Brett also rides
his 1976 860
GTS Ducati to
unwind.

Below:

“You'll spend the
entire afternoon
drawing
something the
size of a bean.
You get up the
next morning
and rub it out
because it
doesn’t look
right.”

Below right:
Atten,

Brett was
disqualified
from a school
art competition.
He was accused
of tracing.

Brett actually came within an inch of
a pot boiler production line. | made all
he shows me inside the
e are piles

easel that

thing from a row of

You can order limited run prints
through Brett's website
www.seaofpain.com or by contacting
him directly on +612 401 543 327



